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THE BIRTH OF TEMPLE TERRACE IN THE 
1920S: A PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY 
by Janet M. Hall 
 
The 1920s brought unprecedented growth to Florida and its cities. Facilitated by the 
transportation revolution, tourists and new residents flocked to the state. Tampa’s population 
soared as additional roads and the Model T made travel accessible to the middle class. And as the 
newcomers arrived, flamboyant and innovative speculators scrambled to accommodate them. 
The city of Temple Terrace represents just one of the many communities created during the 
Florida boom of the 1920s. Located to the northeast of Tampa, Temple Terrace was developed 
by promoters who placed their hopes in a two-fold plan. While they attempted to lure tourists 
with a luxurious golf resort, they also tried to attract permanent residents interested in profiting 
from the citrus industry. Before the boom’s demise in the last half of the decade, they managed to 
lay the foundations for a stable and now flourishing municipality. 
 
The land which the Temple Terrace speculators developed had once been farmed by 
homesteaders or leased by the government to railroads and turpentine companies. In 1914, the 
Palmer family of Chicago purchased much of the area. The Palmers used the land as a hunting 
preserve but then sold it in 1920-21 to William E. Hamner. Hamner turned around and sold the 
property to an association led by his brother, Burts Hamner, and his partners, D. Collins Gillett 
and Vance Helm. This syndicate then formed two corporations. The first, Temple Terraces, Inc., 
was to develop approximately 4,000 acres north of Druid Hills Road for citrus production. 
Gillett’s father owned the Buckeye Nurseries in Winter Park and had created the Temple, a new 
variety of orange the group was anxious to market. The second company, Temple Terraces 
Estates, was to build a residential community centered around a fabulous golf resort. The Estates 
included about 700 acres bordered by Druid Hills Road on the north, the Hillsborough River on 
the east, Riverhills Drive on the south, and 56th Street on the west. Actually, the developers 
hoped that these two ventures could be combined by selling both homes and grove plots to 
wealthy retirees. The citrus would provide an income while the couples enjoyed the activities at 
the country club. By 1925 enough homes had been constructed for the builders to initiate 
municipal incorporation proceedings, which received the approval of the state legislature in May 
1925. 
 
Speculators considered the golf resort the key to the success of Temple Terraces Estates. Tom 
Bendelow designed the course, and "Long John" Barnes, a famous golfer, served as its first 
professional. Tournaments and exhibitions featured many of the country’s top players. The 
original clubhouse, which was completed in the winter of 1922-23, included a hotel, a huge 
dining room, and a ballroom. The club also offered tennis courts, a swimming pool, bridle paths, 
and canoeing on the Hillsborough River. Evening entertainments centered around the Morocco 
Club. Once billed as the most luxurious night club on the west coast of Florida, the Morocco 
Club provided dining and dancing nightly. A small room on the second floor also served as a 
gambling casino. Babe Ruth and Al Jolson were rumored among the patrons. 
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Building in Temple Terrace and similar communities throughout Florida peaked in 1925. Most 
of the homes constructed in Temple Terrace, as well as the structures associated with the country 
club, reflected the Mediterranean Revival style. Developers wished to promote a sun-filled, 
carefree atmosphere and believed that this design reflected that mood. However, by 1926 
property sales were decreasing. That year New York bankers refused to lend developers money 
for city bonds and building ground to a halt. In 1932, just seventy families lived within the city 
limits. It would be twenty to twenty-five years before large-scale construction resumed. 
Nevertheless, the foundations laid by the early residents saw the town through the lean years. 
Today Temple Terrace is a thriving municipality of 17,000 people, who can take pride in their 
community’s origins. 
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This advertisement for Temple Terrace Estates appeared in Suniland in April 1925. Developers 
hailed the area as "an exclusive, restrictive, community" and emphasized all of the sports 
activities available. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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This group photograph includes many of the early developers. The woman in the center is 
Maude C. Fowler, the first vice-mayor-commissioner. Standing directly behind her is Robert D. 
Hoyt, the original city manager. D. Collins Gillett, president of Temple Terraces, Inc., and the 
first mayor-commissioner, is the second man to Mrs. Fowler’s left.  
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
The development office, at the corner of Belle Terre and Inverness avenues, was one of the first 
buildings completed. It is now a part of the Temple Terrace Community Church. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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The area that became Temple Terrace, shown prior to clearing. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
Initial clearing for a street. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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Tractors clear the land in preparation of planting. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
Convict laborers grade Temple Terrace Highway. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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A newly planted grove in the early 1920s. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
A new variety of orange, the Temple, gave the area its name. The father of D. C. Gillett, 
developer of the fruit, owned a large citrus nursery in Winter Park. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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This photograph clearly illustrates the two diverse developments in early Temple Terrace. In 
the foreground, the golf course dominates the residential area. Orange groves then radiate to 
the north and west. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
The clubhouse, which also served as a hotel, was completed in the winter of 1922-23. The 
building is now used as a dormitory by Florida College. 
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
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The dining room of the clubhouse seated 150. Many of the original homes had small kitchens 
since residents usually ate at the country club. The room is still used by Florida College for 
special events, such as the annual craft show. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
The chauffeur house and garage was located on Belle Terre Avenue. Florida College now 
utilizes the main building for its Home Economics Department. The garage was remodeled and 
once housed Florida College Academy. Florida College still uses the structure for classrooms. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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Many of the country’s leading golfers flocked to the new course to play in tournaments and 
exhibitions. 
 
Photographs courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
The golfers and their black caddies at a tournament. 
 
Photograph courtesy of Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
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Developers named each of the golf holes in order to create interest in the new course. "Elbow" 
(No. 5), "Swing ’N Hope" (No. 7), and "Devil’s Delight" (No. 16) are examples of some of the 
names. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
Although this picture was taken many years later when the building served as the city’s 
Municipal Center, the structure once housed the notorious Morocco Club. Today Florida 
College utilizes it as its Student Center. The tile in the foyer and an indoor fountain act as 
reminders of the building’s original function. 
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
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Located directly behind the Morocco Club, the pool was available for hotel guests and 
residents. Made entirely of ceramic tile, the facility was used by Florida College until 1991. 
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
Guests and residents also enjoyed tennis at the club’s courts. 
 
Photographs courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
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This home on the corner of Bullard Parkway and Ridgedale Avenue belonged to C. C. Dixon, 
one of the original developers. 
 
 Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
In 1925 builders added the concrete towers and walls in front of the Dixon house (shown 
above), and the gate served as the entrance to Temple Terraces Estates. The entrance way has 
been destroyed, but the building remains in fine condition and now houses Associated 
Psychological Services. 
 
Photographs courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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House construction peaked in 1925. This view from Bonnie Brae Boulevard shows homes being 
built on Glen Ridge Avenue. 
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
A son of developer Maude C. Fowler and prominent Tampa attorney, Cody Fowler, built this 
home in 1925 at 313 Sleepy Hollow Avenue. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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In an attempt to reduce the mosquito population, a bat tower was erected on the east bank of 
the Hillsborough River. The builders hoped that the resident bats would eat the annoying 
insects. The experiment failed, and the tower was abandoned and ultimately burned down. 
 
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
Developers also built apartment houses for long-term visitors. These buildings on St. Andrews 
(now Sunnyside Road) were destroyed by fire in 1930. The owners were prosecuted for arson 
since the buildings had just been heavily insured. 
 
Photograph courtesy of the Friends of the Temple Terrace Public Library.
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